[Fingers necrosis after an accidental intra-arterial injection of flucloxacilline: case report].
Accidental intra-arterial injection of drugs is rare in pediatric patients. It is a source of considerable morbidity. Vessel proximity, aberrant vasculature, difficult procedures, and clerical errors can contribute to accidental intra-arterial injection. We report a case of a 7-year-old girl who had an accidental intra-arterial injection of 500 mg of floxacillin in her right elbow for open wound of the index. Initial signs and symptoms consisted of intense forearm pain and cyanosis. Two to 3 hours later, discoloration and nail bed pallor became evident, with no radial pulse. Rapid development of signs of acute ischemia prompted urgent brachial artery embolectomy and exploration and forearm fasciotomy. Postoperative heparin was administered. Postoperatively gangrene of the five fingers of the right hand developed. We present a comprehensive review of literature, highlighting available information on symptoms, pathogenesis, sequelae and management strategies for accidental intra-arterial injection. We believe that all physicians and ancillary personnel who administer intravenous therapy should be aware of this serious risk.